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PABT 11l -TRE Mcan-u NATAK mum
mnonumon )

“HE mtroducuon to t.hé Hach:tera
‘Natak Granth gives Guru Gobind..

he Dcmn Gl"mth

lmnen as soronn,

Singh’s personal faith and philosophy.
The. opening lines state. in, the moat‘ ce

vigorous  and- -clear - words s
" Gobind ‘Singh'’s conception of God as

the sword of dhaima. Not only the ‘
sword but every weapon became ‘an
attributive symbol of God. ‘He loved
God and saluted Him thmugh the. . -
attributive names coined by the Guru

Guru .

lﬁprcas:ve and grand;

- in Hie hands.

&

e glow

© D, Tritocuan 8

© L ankh n&‘i’ baraau durmat damau

It ia the indestructible ay mi:ol of bl
‘ Shming in spleadour and ablaze th.h‘

'l‘lm ita‘ radxance d;ms even the

'fﬂlﬁmu Hnuu

*‘-mrma '
-osived from aurn Nanak after it
“pad boen tsndiad by the wiher Guris,

gingh gave "o the - Khalsa. Béfore
wﬂtmc the Bachiter ‘lnmlc (Zramh
8] Garn Giolind \uu,h wanted to clarify"

were new to the Indizn. masses. One -
was his conception of the- sword and
" the other was his cmnccptxon of the
avaldars and pmphetq in’ compatison :
: mu; the infinite God.- .

lnle Lrisu ae la? kat banive
" bite viim se mo{ dare. upae
“makGidin kele prithi mavgh hiie,
S gamai dpni Gpni anil miie,
Hc- hag crwted ml!hcms of msee(c like
Krishna;
“Inonmerable Ramas He crenkzd snd has
" destroyed t.hem
fnnamerable Mohammads hme come and
gone on the carth;

whiuh Hmu qund ngly it l_-l‘m‘flangiuic«_‘figt‘qix

This was the sword ‘Guru Gobind.

fwo noints, two conceptions. which

" opurpose.

. them

was o e
of gome of Hia 1’v|i|||i{'i'?;tatfiéixnd an il i
llnpuamhh to “duseribe the shsotute
greatiess ad ;,}nn f God. Prom
“the preat de ulu of the manife atatinng
one learns tlluut the ;J atness of
(JO(] Ve
APNI KATHA murosxocmmv OF GURU GUBIND
SINCH) . : v

Tlnq forms the fxrst part of the
Bachmr Natak Granth The zuto.
hmgruphy wag’ written \uth a definite . -
The purpose was to tell i
the clearest words, without. o'bscuvrmg
in  mystic -illusions, Guru
Gobind ‘*"ingb’s personal relation with

God, his mission on earth and "his =

deteumnatmn to -fulfill. that mission -
orn cart,h

The autobxography «does not give -
the life of the Guru in detail but only -

s maid,

{ihes the: wonderfu! drame

from thﬁ weapons Of d}!armd. The P ,-prouoo - - " They were great for t.he tlme thﬁy extsted d’cscrlbem ‘cayses that gave rise to V

opening line is, “NG”WL“*' ari, Lhadag :i&ﬂom‘ °:::,‘:::::mn ds, “and ultimately. they died. . the battles and the victory of dharma

hao—Salutat:ona “to “the gloriousﬁ , DD:;"lﬁ ofmm ' Gura Gobind--Singh “called:{he -..over evil powers.and wicked. aggre.
e ¥ . g . . A .

. ,ant.-d“ auprem?. And then hé sings " 'Y 'take refuge in Thee of supreme prophets and avatars mere kif—worms ssors. ‘But the autobiography is
the glory of this sword of dharma-and ~¢;,°,, ‘glory unto Thes, O Cres$ or insects—in comparison to God. unique from one point io that Guru
explains it in one remarkable verss' - - “'firstcaues, . ~He called cven himself a-mere kif,a Gobind Singh-gave a detailed account
which Dr. Gokal Chand Namng calls _ﬂlory. glory unto Thoe, Savloux 'orm or insect. The objeot of of his previous.| birth In his previous |
the finest verse in all the world ' ‘earthly globe. , —— e
lgtcmtum M “’t oy P”‘“‘“ and my o ‘La&ii& budh prabh luklam'&ri barn aakat m:&m Jjs hlmu.

Aam na sakat kar sift tum@ri; Gp leho tum Lathd sudhri;
dumri knya kahd Low kabai; samjhat bat urjh mat rakai:
stickam r«p nd barna ja jae; birdh aampeh kako bandi;

Bachiter Natak Grasth
 Chapter 2, Chaspei3and 7 - .

Ehond b Hhal dal. Ehaidan -
Mdmmj::“ b::h,.g,,,_ : - Here is . Guru Gobind

bhuj daid akhatdan tej parcdndan ,a' complete conception of the
emaidan bhin prabhan, ‘ Thm was the sword ‘the sp




oAb

“ birth he aaid th:t he was moditating -
on the .almighty on the Sapat ;ing‘

Maurtam whiclh is mtmted twar

Homku‘nt

ab maii apri kathi bakkiine: m;; sidhat -
jeh bidhk el @no.

Aemkunt parbat i jnhad,

mpat armg sobhat hai tahih, A

rupat sriig tak ndm kahGed

pasul 18 jak jog kamed, ,

tul ham adhik tapasys Aidh

.\'(m' 1 will tall 12y own struy, : ¢
. How froma lifs of austere contemplution:
" lcame herel »
- Where there ie the Hemkunt Mountain,
There ia'a place called Sapat Sring.:- .
© Sapat Sriag is the name of tbe place
" Where Pandu (t.he father of itie Pandavas)
went to pmeuee yoga.
In this place 1 medituted deepi) on.G. «l

Bhai Vir Smgh, our samtly andﬁ"‘

most learried- scholar, following the
explanation given by Kavi Santokh -
Singh, hes explaincd it the other way

round. “Their interpretation is -that
Gura’ .Gobind  Singh medmued at .
Hemkunt near Sapat- Sring,” which
‘means geven pea.ka. This seems to be

“am crror.  Some echolars explain- the -

word Pandu as Pandavas. This also is
wrong. The Pandavas never wentito
these mountaing for meditation but .
‘towards the end of their lives they
are said to have gone to the.
Himalayas for the end of their earthly

“axistenee,
Pandavas, Pandu Raj, who w
' Snpab Sring to 'do penance to &
some serious am !m had comm
:.Two of hig, ‘Wivea- accompam d
and one of them died there.

. ‘37 m’ 50 of the»h‘[ahabhé.mt, is

fth:s plaee
-Pnnctpa.l Teja Singh in hm

".makes an even greater m
‘draggmg Kemkuut to & P

or a ﬁguratlve form of spe
says that when Guru Gob

B A e e S Sinemd e e -

It was tho father,

¥

- In the c'id'-p_urb,- chupter 119

'l‘he Kmra\:n Rn)kumar Pan

“an froite nnd roots as hig diet,
 both bu vnves to Nagshat
“There they' cmvcd fur some da:
e erossed the Chatarth, Kalk
: arnved at Gandbmadan.. The u
g, of t.lms mountsin. atte

m';: here,. they - reach
>Dy‘num ‘z&rovar T A tittle
- Hanskut (!ater enlled Homkunt)
Pandu afrived at Sapat Sring™y

' pe:far ned: great lapasyd.

'tb‘at xt was Sa.pa
' Sahlb medu;a it
is close. to Hél

mterpret&tlon mmnterptets
a8 meaning the - Pandavas

m no. Sa

Prmcxpal Teja S

there.
. u;kes this statement to be eitl

: Tme; P T A

K

himself  to have
tapory® there in
‘Howeverl, Gluru Gobintd Smgh .

craphy covers moje than helf his

fmagined

hm

“ life-on this «.ntll and there is not. »

single 8 t.ttgmant w lm,l, ha
-~ conit wod imaginary,
must assume this expianatmn to he

ot only wrong but also ba-w =R

llmy

Another unigue fm-ture of this

uutnlungr.lpity is Guru Gobind bmgh 5

disconrse with God when he wis not
quite willing to leave His lotus feet,

but to fulfill His will and’purjisée =~
§  hohad to go.
God, “as My own son to'create.a -

“l send you,” said

Panth with a new spiritual conscious.
Wherever you go, lead people

$HRY,

“I humbly stood before the Lord with

fold«l lLands and - with - my head .

lowered I said, “The now Pa.nth will
flourish only if Thou helpoat me, O

Lord."™ He added, “For this purpose

God ¢ gent me to this world. Whoever

Know me-to be but . a.

supréeme  Being, .

h‘nll not worship. Hypocnsy I w:ll

aw thin place he psychola;,uauv_r”
‘done-
his past, Thirth.
B

T her(-fore we 0 greater

ealls ‘me God will be doomed to
‘perdition,

. Wtvang  of ‘the -
:Vhatever God said to me I will
eclare. I will not fuar anyone. Stones

not -let come near me. 1 will Lt

sing th(e name of the lnﬁnii«" "

Unfortmmu‘lv the :mlnhmﬂrnp!w
“ends at a very early period. Had
it included the story of the creation
of the  Khalsa it .migltt have heen.
(Incnmcnt' Anyway she
battles which are _described | couid
never ‘have heen dcp:cted by other -

- writers the way Gurn Gobind Singh

“has - depicted them, - even if :h
had  used “available 'co:ite-ml‘mrurv

- aceounts,

“Powardsthe'end of the autobio-
graphy is givan the plan of Bachiter
Natak that was yet to be completed.

""He said, “I will write about the life.

. story of the amtars as Thou révealest
o, the. path of r!ghteousness and -

prevent thcm from mdulgmg in ev:! »

to me, O God.
Chamar

1 first wrotc a Chandi -
It was a short wversion.

- Now I
"But, ” said Guru Gobmd Singh, - % wmh to'give a more detailed

VBFS!OB.
AVA‘I'A” oF VISH!U

In- this section of tﬁe Bachiter
Natak Grv.nth fqllows the lives of-.

. the 24 avat&ra of Vishnu, . Ina brief
- introduction Guru Gobmd Singh said
- that out of these 24 a.lleged avalars

he acknowledged onfy 10 of them as
real manifestations of the’ hght of
God. Others were merely mythological
conceptions. He acknouledged only
the fo}!ownng ‘Machh, Kachh, Vehrah,


http:Thi~�8eem8.tO
http:thl':Mo.habtlli..ra

- oosmoloyc&l "
The descriptions. of these ,
avalirs is in line with the references to. .
. them in the Guru Granth. ‘

- ono for all and the | primary aim’ of the
mlig!on '6f*man” is “to reslivetizHi

¢ .

~ Nersingh, Bavan, Paras Ram, ,Ra,mb;f '
- Krishna, Buddha and Kalki.*

The lives of all the rwalnra aro};,»
“very "

brief, .but are complemlv‘f
‘detachet from the mytlmlogtcal and"
comploxitics - of _the
Puranas,

. -In the brief introduction he once-
more pointedly smd “Both the Hindus

Qod is

:?,h st row soctarian vmws. .

e

‘ ;bocause Guru. Gobind Singh fa
“that
* might - bécome unusually -big:

' composz tion:

. Aante lnlu na mdra l'uﬁam. gmu!h badt,

and the Muslims are’ partncularzzmg» f}ammwm u‘dvtiﬂ' rﬂ“ﬁ -

. G()l‘ and - quarre!hug “'ﬂ,h gnch‘ou‘!ct.»-” .

Jvu

Most of t!le hves are cut )

“the Bae)nter Natek Grg

frequently “wrote at the end of

?mdaa gmal& & ’oag!-’xbe e darauit,
Chayv*

Iali«ﬁ bne?a te madi a'amuﬁ

cmt pudmm. . ,

nin lm bm,s uxﬁc&ep yir :

If & person rises above thess narrow . -

views g.nd raahzes God - in hls heasrz.‘

and the- Mnshms.". “Alss,” ho amd

-“the yogis and the sanyasis the Jains

- and the Muslim fagirs are all loot.lng

the world with various types of
hypoorisy and display of rehguoua
fervour. The true saint, the lover of
God; can mever. remain hidden. The
true love of God is always tewarded

and ‘the evil doers are ultxmataly
' punmhed "’ RN e

works wom wntten first and
mmor worka a.nd sometxme

*The Guru Gmntﬁ and Bhni Gmdu alao weapt only'10: -

'.arﬂmy | xmd COm]n}C(' ln (,}m ],“.qent

ef: bikan lue aval@r das, vair virodh Jodh sanghire,

mach, kuckh, vardh riip narataq Aoe bma. bodhdre,
parsrim, ram, kniam bo kilk hlcﬁkial ahankdre. .

brakma bqaa ma)«l dco upaya

e (lilc bed pufa laya

Bhat Gurdas

das avalar rém raja Gyd, dailan mare dhGs Aukam saldyd. -

TB}«" SIEK HEVIKW

gd?f

Rum Avnmr }me 864 vereos w}ulc;j»
o }\FL,hM Avamr has 2,491 verses; Ram
“Avatar being & work of maturer age
has o much higher literary exeetlence

than Krishna Avatar. (num tiobind
§ingh mentioned in the Krmhn.t Avamr'
that 1,192 verses were compoecd At

Anwndpur before his departm to
Fxunta Sahib and the rest was written

' at Pauntg. Out of the first 1,192 we _

have oniy 983 in the prmted rcoensxon
lie started writing ot -Paunta on

" Wednesday “in the. month of Savan

14 Bikrami- and he comple(cd the
: '.wlmle Krishna Avatar, wluch he Rays

 in the Dasm’ Sakandh of ‘the. Bhagwat
Con. \\’cdnesday, ‘Savan 1745 Bikrami.
~Within one year from: the. datea given
" in the Krishna Avatar it is clear he
~ -wote about 1,509 veraes. This comes-
- ta about 125 verses a month. He
‘wtopped his' htcmry activity for a
© year exactly  one ‘year l;efore the
g . battlo of Bhangani.

" The arrangement of the verses ina _
few places hace been upset in the

later  recensions. "The -

Io!!owmg

* vorses should have come elther in the
© middle where - Guru Gobmd Singh

-ferumed the story'on commg o Paunta
- Bahib o7 ag the

end: -They .give ‘the -

Guru's pecaonay faith and Phﬂmphi

-8 in all other composttxona suc

ey

K

vcmes ome cu.hcr at thc hegmmng A
. _or the ond. The two verscs quoted

n*aemhlc the popular- ‘cauputs of Guru

: Gohmd Singh so clmely that c¢ven an
,ordmary Sikh can at once recognize

them to be Guru Gobmd Smgha

N eﬂmpoaxuons

mai nnym&ckh pritlam mangih
kidan hilan Labhin na dhyai,
LB riine pahelin na tin s, »
- Hy Iagt mori pag iu a0,
apaa 3(zn ,lam pr;t]-ara.
- dum 43kl main Livkar thara
" die 78n.dad hBth uldro, .
; "ladmré‘mbh bairian mﬁq&ﬁro «
. w:ll not eommenca wnt:ng mth the
" invocation of Ganesh..

-of but not the objects of my faith

T am iusardlv devoted ont\ to Thy feet

'O ‘Loed,

: Gom:denng me w be Thine own, be my
. protector and saviour, 0 Lord,
* Thod £rt the \(ucer the Iatd Supreme;
lembuta servant lnd a slave,
Considering me Thy humblent servant,

inspive e \Qiﬂ\ ‘the grace of Thy
saving hand

. And destroy all my ernemee from the root,

In the end Gum _Gobind Singh
. said that he hsd traus!ated the whale
of the Dasm Slksndh with the sole
purpose of i inspiring the people with
‘the will to be: perpetual fighters of
the battle of dhamuz “dvar basna nih

}mxbh dhdram Judh ke, cae.” v

'_ll ¥ meditate on \'ishml or Knabns -
They are just historical figures that | hear


http:tttm6a.l.ib

Thss ‘reference and the rcpcubed
. urge 'y Guru Qobind Singh's pooms
fos hia followers to be fighters may
© give. the wrong impression to many -
. {ae anfortunately many Sikhs and
- non-Rikhs haver that Gurn Gobind -
”’S;ng‘n mshortod the Sikhs only to
" be wiclders of t.o sword and- ﬁ;,ht.ors
_on the earthly plane. Neither was,
Gurn sobind Singh's “conception of-

ihe sword the sword of offence, as ; :

_ bae been sufficiently proved, nor .did

“ #in conception of dharam judh mean

‘merely. fighting political enemies vnth

~ the sword. - Real dharam judh begms
- with our determination to ‘conquer
our awo lowcr na&ures with the light
of. true wisdom. I am giving no
.g;docfnne or theory of my own by
. explainiag Guru-ji's words as I~
" oonceive them to be.” But Guru
. Gobind ‘Singh - with his own pen
o clcamd this misconception exactly at.
" ""the point where it was likely to arise.
In the very next verso, which is the

p

Ea

‘ .:_‘epnkogue he smd.

) dlmu jio teh bm wmai, m
Ll vad judh bickeas,

.e3gat Giras,
Jio wjidrat,

bistody buham;

" Phéir disériminative mind hand!

»bempoml and- 8 iritual glory.
“ hindle Guru

. Iast verse of Krishna Avatar, as an :j H'a "a' N‘“‘" d“- nono °I”~ 3

i e m’,;a
‘,m .anil s #il rahai, jos ndo cadai. b:m
4 &ijmwm.b&»m:
4 pynaih. s bodhni mano Kath lui h&amﬁ

Kﬁﬁu Avsiar M

Grcu(. aro t.hom souls in thia world, -
" On whow lips is ever the name of Go
And who in %koh' hearte over contem "
{ tghung the battle of life. )
" Their body is a fleeting frame ths
. not lsst forever..
. On the bost of His name, the word,
: nrou t.ho (csr(u! ovean of life.
Tbm mtelleot is aﬂame with the

' W udom,

Fa B,

L broomstlck of knowledge in

way ' ,
‘l‘lmt w:th it l.hey cwoep all cowary
fulaehood out of thmr inner se!

. Thls 8 the battla of life, ang)
the dharam )udh Yor which we’gk
alwiyabe prepared Only th
have lordly sway over the
hs.ttle of life can fight other |
of dharma. (dharam Judh ) o©
- phiysical: and’ )mental pline sug

“guch & one can’ “rightly. “we
hmd Smgh’
and - be. his__ o¥

While the:_ oald
pohucal avatlrs, . _saviours
sword; ‘the 'avatln of Bxah

pen.

: ductuon is the ir \

bm ekcam‘ nom; u&;w be
35 man Im awdoo. té jon hai

T o AR
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< ofar Nkt RVIRW

N ._.m
] RS «‘ qf" . "" , ’,

EIs ?ﬁ

: bm < avar na ;an rit an ?a}uw na Gn:
;b wiin jui karfdr, ;zl Iwe md ud;‘mr

;w 1

SW1W~% w t4e ummmumuuu
gtﬁgrm‘ y.mu ’ii 1) A mnt ' ; }
o \ =
2"«?’,—-”3__,2” ,.__...-‘ y%‘ i—'tz., ’o’

T tfoa o 'q - .

" Residea the austennnée of hm name.
. nethiag- prevails; |

" Natlaag ava

by
;(!‘s
’

((.urn.‘numl.) L

v will renlize the ml'mnto B" \

FRelicin o othier besides Hlm'
Enterlain no other fenth m t,hv mmd
With sinzle minded dr* otlrm amg of tho

S Coaer " .
w ha will ult;mat«lv he’ ’.hy s(wtnur,

~ Then Gumn (‘ohmd Smgh men-
" tjoned that he had ;ust fmlahed the
~ stary of the 24 avalars of lemu and
s now he w ‘ould relate the seven avatars

of Brahma. Theac are. Balmlk
Kashyap, Sukra, Bachca, Vyas, T8ls
- of the six systems and Kuhdas.

s3The. stories..of . tbeao .avaldrs .are.
told very bneflv Thew are only
two  verses about Baches. e Guru-p
& took Kalidas ‘to be &’ court. poet of
B “\'lkrlmu]lt and consndered hxm a poet
par excellence.

S M‘*ﬁ’ L

TG »}ge;

© Tlicse who ay doubt. t.he avatars -
© of Brahmia (o be parts of the Bachiter -
Watak will read even in the prmted
Dasm Granth at the end of Krmhna
Avatar . o

iteri Jacmnhndhpumu,bamhrua{ak

5‘5Mc kriiad acat@r d’cyﬂc nmapat mast
osb) mast,

Here ends the trauslatton ftoxn Dasm
‘mﬂumi Puaran of Krmbna. Avatar in Ahe
"a“hltﬂ' Natak Granth.. - .- '

Y

e -&’zﬁ' ,,g_xgi zfzzj ._»14;;1 5% g@y T

-

24 Jﬂw y Iz .o 9]

It ”
W e

. Thow who aceapt the dnctrnm oqurude\a .
t L L

- Simil varl) “at ‘the. end of ever.
nvamr o Bmhma and. Qu a xs Wntteu

St ard I,urgfar mtmq

araar m,:h:mn hdt fia gasn ool

Xo ends in Lha Bachl'.er \atak Grnnth
’ the wvemh mwmr of Brahma hahdu

So it is w rme n at thn end of evie Ty
m(«r ol Rudra (Swa\ o ‘

wxmasor RUORA _ ' -

Thts scoticn. is also’ unfortuna:en _
t”completc Guru- -ji ' deseribed all

Lhe amlura of Sna {rom Dubt&trc‘.a f
to GotaLh and other nut’w and 3xa'dr‘.as,

bat . the at,ory was cuL glort at the :

death ‘of Parss Nath. .The rest of -

this scction. appears to be Ioat There -

~are only- two major stones, the lives

.of Duttatréya and ‘Paras Nath. In tho

life of Paras Nath comes a detailed

referenco to \Iachhmdar and & vague o

reference to Charpat.

The life of Duttatreya 18 glven in-
all its- details and ; told - wgorously
The theory that, Gum ‘Gobind Singh
was mt.eresbed in transhtmg the life
‘of only those w 0 handled the sword
is disproved by Guru Gobind Singh's
interest ‘in these' atonea Duttatreya

"is eaid to have hnd 24 guriis. The

photostat of the. page in Guru Gobind
Singh's own handwriting ias a page
from the life of. Dutt.atreyn at the
time he adopwd ‘the mneteenth guri.
Duttatmya. has also wnttcn _ the

sy

7’0!&1’{ lvml’.mx K


http:A,,&t.ar
http:ofDu~~trey.is
http:f&~~,~a.tb
http:Ko.lidas,areooly.t.wo
http:ctionappearii.to
http:d~scribedll.il

e

Avdhut Gita  which” cbhiaini "2"8‘33.“ ‘battlefiéld fully armed no on
- couplets and the leu mukti Gita, check its ewecping advance ¢
a small but msplrcd work of - 2'3f Ainft --péaca), ‘
couplets. Guru Gohind Singh BAVE O the side of the good are]
the whole of Dutta's life and philo- inmuncmbir warriors: dharma,

. ) o ,
~ nophy in prugreaewc cvulutu‘m He anee, valom-, fa!t.h worshlp,
.. was, the - son .ol leo krcnt ]

and Anuauya.

In the lifo of Paras s an mbcrcst-' able miore are on the list.
ing ditilogue between Machhindar and. " the inner lmt.tlc that is gomg P
paras Nath. Machhindar Nath tclls “everys: lyemg ~In '
“Paras "Nath that by conquering the  spiritually conscious it is goodné
whole world and not conquering his - wisdom -that have. the upper §
own mind he is yet a weakling. He: In those who :sink into materig
would really be great if he conquered " evil and:;ignorance - have the!
the mind; life’s iuner battle ‘is of ‘hand. As this seotion is abof
" much more significance than.any other hfe of yogia and aany&.m Gurir Q¢
_ battle. Thon Machhindar describes. ¢ 2
: tho mner battle. The forcrs f avil are
anger, envy, vamty, doubt -Kama:(t
king of “passion), ugnorance and. all
~the vices and sins come fully clad lagd "
srmed Each of these is described
;88 Jiving personified figures. Enmnty ‘
iz deacribed-as a prominent. warrior of =
: the .army ; of;. evil who never turns
his.back on any. Its eyes are’ red " Unok within and seareh for
. with blood aad blood-stained are ita thy own mind.
,mpona. So :deeply red is it.in He who msiu the supreme re i
 appearanoe that even the colour red'. ‘attains supreme k"“"d"
adwmdles ;before .it iu shame.. It has. ;oo
-eonquered the minds of the strongest™""
of the world:.. Once it comes mto tbe.- )






