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'J'he (~lIru fI!Lid that' tlt'(lI;~di(~A

> • 	 • ., .. intoU~~ JiIlIl~I\.n l;od.vr1,· . 
wer«' hrOIl;,I', intu'l}cing !,y,IH:OI,l8C;OUlt after jt,ij d(,HlruI'UOr" ml, 1\. 

W'!lf, ,'n t!·j Ii!; t.h(~ 'ROill (Jp.vel(fjlcd. it,HactiflllM, will' cjthcr . hi)"'~ 
tb hody. II'hidi j... it. iIlKtr:UIUf~lIt.' wiU'!\"cll in a.Jatc higher. 

H~d II It 'II!! wit II it Th(' W'!(jlf~ nf 1111111. / 
I~n'l\r.i'll j",f'.'r "I'iritiud Imrfpl'l,i!.m, 

Mnt.er' '!lists do liot,belit·\';', in IIw'I'liI! linkcrR of thp. 
' ,>" " \"., • ," • '~ ,; ";··:·:1~:':'7:i'·.!:'::.";'."",·":\',..,,,>\ '" .. 

' ~:i:is~f1nc~ (I~ individu:,' ,.mals" ~~ord, ',.I,18R9' •.r Iri~eaf4~f In~man ~V(Ul"'" 
rug to them \'If~ hnmal1 RJleCI~A·:ls.tll!' rcaso, "',llIch will elinnge,,1l,8
high~IIt.8umr"j't.'of tbo JllclI~'nt e"olu. en ·ad~;nncc8, DIl;t,hc Sikh 
tionary ,pro(:('~ v~The:\iO(livjdualli ", t ,a~hcs ~ljo.t Gog, RenelR' 

"orne int,(. cXisten\, and gic but. Lhr-: thi~'worlrl tn" !'Ihow th~,. 
IIlpedCtI"CIHhlrCti. A Ill'ticula.r hUI.1181 ",tilliriti.al .'progrl'>iS to hu 
individllitlity InH't:~for helifethne' f'<~'heri, . ~ man give's . 
the bod'", Whf'n the bo to, . whimll and fashions his life' 
(just, th~t indi ,'iduality is' Dl . "tothci~ teacbinl!8, th~: 

011 the- other hand theGur . unlimited fipiritual 'progrcflB is .' 
to him,' '.' . 

(w· ..n< 

.. 
~., ... 

'A au/ad i. _~tJllI,t,,'etl if Itc .ttJl1lJ. Oil CI mo~n:Gin; d, 

olG'.a. keep. Ai.: height, ctlen if he .ttllla in a uicll. 
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"The ,HisiOry" .,an,d.. J2:ntnpilaJio11 
, " . , . .',' 	 , 

of the' basmGranth 
,,,," 	 ­, 
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PARr II-PHILOSOPH1C WORKS 	 of pe,rl:!ona\ ~"ds. II ,! h"j i..'vcd in t \11: . 
Ilhilosophy . of.tll" lit!!lt 'and th·!Gnrc Gobiiu!Siilgh'H 8l!proach, rcli'gi<>II':';lf'lo\:e, . 

to Sikhism basil. marked origi. 
Illllii y 1111': uniquenesl! in . expression jalr ~atrdiKa i'i,~ii ";,r.j.l,ai/"J 
~'hile the works of the other, Gurus To.' the east a:i"lwe,;t; ,;",r;p.~(l tLo'll,see~t, 

8rt~ cstren1cIY",8iIbjflCti~e in ,nature,' '.: He,porvade8 U8Ul','Colc 10''':; 

And s)'uthetic " in composition, ~ome-
· times SQ cOJllp16lf~ ,: that one ' v~rse '.' , .Guru Gohino,Sil!!!liadmitted that 
contains innumor~bl~ ideas synthe.' 'the source when~c rLil~Y~uth .procccJ:l· 

,(li1.{'(hlrOllnlfthe' themeo( nam. . . ,was the incarnate word of. die divine 
.' G r'u'· G'obind·. 'S':' "gh' . , . k···· .' .!~';";Buthi.e~phallill wa~ on pure,'

u In 8 wor sare ,,'. t '" ,. d' , " " '" 
. t' '.... ,...j: I u" I "L' . 1 ... ,lr uousari . dlsClph.ned h'nng.

1;,,~"mJ(lC lve a.nu:, ana y. ca .. Wltu "on ,1. :".....: .. ", ':...; " · "" " " ....: ',' .." ';"',Wlthout puntv and smcentv of, mmd
',one Idea aud one theme lDone verse. '. ':,.' '.:.' .•. .,J,"" , .,'" . . , 


,.. \"1 " ' "t'h th' G'. . te'· :th no.rebglous hfe was posslble.
, " 11 c· coer ums' wro . WI ,:', '. ", .' . '; 


. tlat. Guru conscio.usness of' Naoak. ,At~aU tim~Guru >Gobirid Singh 

Guru Gobind Singh. out of utter w&8myitical~ el()querit and sublime; 

· humility, just add_ed himself &8 . evolvmgiD hiS'..phil080phio ,works' a ' 
,:,lOOt. ' Prt'J'&(Jt-GdClllit.iam' which so differs 

from the abstract, metaphysical a~d
The 80le road to God, said Guru .dry ~ism ofShankracharya.

· Oobind Singh, was through .the pO~~r 

· lAd 8Ulcerity of love &nd:worship and IAR aAs:ra ••uiu-rloa Oil COD) , 


'by the, 8ubordin~tioD(J(.n&ture to 
 This is the simplest of aU Guru
diviue grace~ , 

. ' ' . G6bi~d,SiDgh'8 'compositions,,' The 
Ho, preachtid:~ehem~~tlyagainst. ..' Siklu{mngi(ev~t'y morning an'd i,t is 

hypocrisy, idoia.try and the '~q~hip , aiso ~ed in the preparationof amrit 

'·'i 
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. 	,(I1~Ct~ ... of hill'tism). The theme it!' , firllt grofleR for lohe r{~covcry , 

!<Ht in 'th~: fir~',t, vCrSe: fr"RmorH of His villi"l1 " 


ril"" ethan or I"i." j7il ft. plil .."I,N.j.',;. f,·ola. in the II ....1111 of 11;', 


':. rii~' ra'v) a~ .~/(h, bI.~ih h1i kill ;,tI, ,;,k~i, ,the' AHRl1r~neO t.lJ1~L it is 

, 	 hih. " .. , whole 'ClISCllce Of, the "oi 

(7c<1/miir<1t tlnl.II".. ',;"rl'Qj IlfflilllllJ ~,tlhijni" ,it is onewlLh truth nnel God. 
kill iMr il'ld~an Jiih 'illi.. !i,/nijll.i,' .' ':'': 


IrilJht;,;tlfI 'i"lhi p ,,,,. "GI' tiN'" neli nd,' 'b(/n THE AKAL ,UITAT 

,.;,\ l:tlh~'. ' " , 
 ,,' Tl;il/i~oneor tlw. 

ttJfl Ii", "i),nam frat4Gi /rm"'" klJ~m nii,,, 'OUfU' (;(lbind oSi~fl'h from loll., 
ba"naC ,umtU.~\ . ,~ 'r'" {.! ; ,;,;~~.:,;'1,~-....·~·\ <,' +~.,.':"\ .' ,.'I 

" ., ",.,' '-: ' ,a8.\w~lh'ia8 thc".phllosophle
Contollr 'f'ond lIountent.llCf' r.1I~'("!" clnF!l or ":.'.' , , 

lineng~. Ht;ba~~ none.,' • " viln-,;.(di~c~ascd in det...i1 ill 

'xoilccan ,~tl8cribO His, (orm. figur~;'·~,I~!j.a ~~~!~~.~~.'.'~a~~:, \,954): ,G 
'Anti semManlle .b"tt-vcri . S,ii1g~'8"",~conccpLion " of 

lll1mo\',abl,e and "lr,p~ill,.:i"ill m..\b~ing'•.,"GO,(f':,ifr~ciiea:rJy, givcm in 

Without feai'~ a luminoualight 8ubli~t'; ,. vchemebtli' '~pi)()sed . the 
.Tbe Bllprcl1le Indraor Indrllolland Kmc or b" """, 'I ' hi d

' , ;d' "n- '''I e osen peop e'Of a. cssek Ingaco8aler lin t.o >e; " '.', ;'" , ' 

He i8 tbeeovereign or ;he"h~~worlda:' " . The Arabs of Arabia, 

. The dem.ons. t.he mortai. aad tbe ,angeli::. : . ,The French or Fr~nce, : 
, .belnge, . 'rbeKuroabia o( Kandt;ar, 
N~'y"e\"en the gr. blades in the:roreafa '. ,.:' :' Medit&kI.on Thee. 

.·';"~~::~~~~:-~'~'~i~~~wm~· .... 

'Thy' ...10.....' ", . ·:ii. ' "o.(ilman!.,lVbat:,.are .ain and' 

-=> -01,,' . <":£"",;<>.. .'.~.~> '~"~·~~"~"~;l.•:~~"';~;t·"~::fr·":(;fvt:'1-·"·~':"~·' .. i, ;' "', , 

ThroughTbyenlightenmeDI. I will ",eo!!nt 'i Wba.t.',.re:, "k4rm.a .and .dha"; 
,; i,. ,1,;1. {",,", '<' ... ::.:"'t ":d~.:~.~r:,w,:·'," '" ,. . 
.' aUThyaUribut.ivo Dames;',;- . :.,r~ '. venes':froaL211 to 230 

!: ~~;:~ropi ~el:e ~D8 ih~BO~i:oi;t~~ ·p¥~!)fl~~,BO~everaion. 
~,.~~u!iyeD~~ JlO~., as'~ ';'dry. g.~~th&D in Akal. 
r~~P~~n. or COan.~DC of .JWbea "but .re':~coDai8tent wit.bthe 
M,we read: "8IilutaUOD to,';.tbe of th,ougb"in. the Aka.l 
Immoit.t.t One. ·8a1uta.t1on.·t,O:!t.he .2(.tt.o~form the daily pra.yerl 
lfercilul..~.. ~ ... " the ....whole of 'out 8ik~~: .tn tbe Aka) Ustat'th&· 

.,bmel,' being begin. to glow with the kindling vision goes deeper.n.o 
..... radianco.~Dd vision. .of.Ria pre'-n!:le~ ,into .~belmcbangillg 
,TbeaO~l is ~the~e4 .iD,~ ·tbe ~J:i~D~J~i~ncd' '''self-CompleteD! 

'perfume, of devotion., The~ soul :~tGod. 

!. 

~ '.. ." 

".: ,: 
,',t ­

i;'llok~'wi: II Hi,;'; nemeuuu (:r'Hi~':;:' ,All PIIAIIODff (I'HiLOSOPin:oF L!FE) . . 
"r "',: .• ' k nMlliri",\·u'ml,nigt.L·'
". ""b's is allot. ler ,arnbltJOUIl ;w~r '" i· ',........ . " , '.. .. 


, J I " '''1 '.,i::: . "d"'", '. ";. ,. ' .", Bel .. , v In !!, /10 .r,I her l,ut, the
" 	h iii incolllp e...", an 'I~ major. ' . G .',' . ' ' 

" hIe "", '. 	 01 ' 

" ' don of it., iH ~nfort!m".tcly IORt; ·lIavi!·II.: .;,. ('lilh' in tlte .. ,:or"l,i\, ;;( t"!IlI,'~' 
POr~... a literary point 'o('viow it. has : . ,'i.i;".' ,;i,.i.'i:clllIile inl~i':.~8.. " ,r .. 'u , ' ., , 

:,IIt' same porfoetio~ }':.'.l9 grcu:dcuro{ , Comple'I'.I~' I'~"l,in HiRhel1llt~· alll\illfi"iF 

ililu.::U8gcand style ~Aka:1 Ustat: Out. .... I,;>:,'" , .'" ' , " ,,' 
< r 330' "er~"9, ~:l5 form tho.illt.roduc7 ' ,AlifJ,:lut,;ly ;.I~~"l\rd'fl!; tho. h.f"lell~ 

J.I . 'j' :., d "f"'t'" ,". :' l' t' :. 1lI',hol\" hr.,tha; ,Alm"ll" f;!1\'mg.'''IlCnllnCC9 , At t It! en 0" 10 "11ILr"o( lIC Ion ". " .-" " ",'., .'
111111.,. .':',' " ",. ' I1mj all"t(:riLi\l~; 
t;,Jniji g/l.vc.thop~anor. the boo~ S~ch' ~d'illj "flight, rlll1y'enlightcn~d "" 

..hi~h walitogive,;:,flic,::'-,pfogrCs8iv~" . ·~;.,,~reCt. fi~ 'Jreof,Plve;i~tli~'k \18 i~a, 

(oVII\lItiollOf ("eiigitn!': . ill' Iudia _ ill . . 

(our'; SU1I!':S, UII L:firlit. ,j,c.di~"l!;~~_'l'KlfLYRI~S,:: . ..., , .. /, < 


•fO'Jr 1101,10 wa.,·iI' of lift;: ,1. iii) ._.'hl~~o: lire short; I~~pu'i~rp,ocll\" 

JIm r IIIU' (religion ·throl,gh"'}HJlitiC::il,I ..which:· ;tl;row, great' light;,~n .,,(,iun: 


....rvice);2.dan dlv.lnna. (rcligi;1O ,of Gobiild ~jngh'8' oi'inion~' on 'yoga . 

:charjtr); :t.bllog' ",hann.a (religion, . ,~(zny~a nnd: th~ ,.rel.iljio.o,of , love­

. through the pious life of 8,l!oulleholde~); Tb~;most., no~bJ~ .S6ngsare' t\l'O~ Rud 

4. mok~ dhanria (ieUgionOf s8,lvat.ion);bot.b:of. ,them 11a"«':'~ historical. 
Guruji first. gave,:fro.n ' the' ,history ·Ri~ifica~c~.·' Aftc'r', the; b~ttl~ ;;f 
of anCiept. Ind.ilL. tbepractice '9f tbeCflainka.Uf. w hell he,J~lOt.aJU~ur of his . 
~I:":";;' ,of e~arity;\ .' The' purpQlJe o( . ~o~;.~~d:h~-wa:s with~'~t an\"oompanv.' 

',' ~Qrk' "',as' to, sboW.';tbat "i'~~~i~t ;~~'s~~c~~~~:th~8 'optimist. sang: . 

UIO.,~ighest t,e1igio~' Ofm.~:":as ,~~~, '",:' ':-,,:: :" .i,,"'. " . 

dl'llnl,la (enlighteninont.-t.hrought.he' ,'Par,far better ,ant tb..·Io~-U'.ka... beds. 


. ,', " :' ';,', . ' ohhe Beloved,

,',....rd toea.rnate). '. . Tb '..i.; '.";:,,: :C'" 'b' ;:__1':'';; 
. ,,'. , 	 , llD._e ...eo .. 0l""""""'eII 

til tIWlrY.TIIRBB'aWAIYAS ".' ;W~IC~~l'~UbO~'.:~~~O·,~Io"'.d, . are 
i '. . ,iDeelilaD"l bumiD, laDeral pyrea. 

, '1'hese were composed immedia:tely ".",,' '\ ., " " , 
after the organlza.tion of t.beKb8Jsa The', ot.her·89Dg :w-... lung, whell. 
alld can' be said to be the first Pundit ,KeaboDutt'," a great 8cbolar. 
,iJiAn'.ttimiforthe ~e, ofetbiCif'of" ..~-GurU::Gohind.SiDihwhy bewSJI 
the Khalsa: : . . ' . ' almostdeliberatelY·ginng aU charity•. 

jiga'J'oIJ'ja.;a' •. :";'-, .: .• ~ - ,; " gi(ta.w~lth., Jlo.n,'our..an.c1power· to hiS . r '''I4_r. eo;,ulR" __ ." , , ".' '" '"" . """ 
1II%il: fta miillGi " ,. Sikhs wbo ' were mcjsily IOw.caste'; 

Iflspir~ ~ith 'th~ fire of I·if~. .,', Pe.oplowhilf) ~e' ';r~~:jgn6ring tbe 

f 

"1 

'I:' 

';' 

,; 

<". 

I 
I 
I 
i 
i 
~ 

http:Io~-U'.ka
http:enlighteninont.-t.hrought.he
http:tbeCflainka.Uf
http:8a1uta.t1on.�t,O:!t.he
http:Wba.t.',.re
http:Medit&kI.on


'" ~'\'..~;... 
:111· 

, i 
purer and higher castes. 'l'flflOllr~l' .·military dil!tatofl'll1ilJ was. 
ill'hill HRllnl pl',lIsionatl· f(!rvourroj,lil,!d: and ev('nneces...ary 'h· left. 

..\~ jlldhjitt in hi ki kri,.a., ,... . . . ·J)r•. Riilllll~>~thtLenre ..(~r~ll~.
,:1 "1I1'I\tti(,8 af(llill8t t~r"nlly I"l\"': I fougl.t 
, I "'illt tlte I''''ill!!; j.!'lIr" of II.. · ••· }'''''I.le. 

I. 	 I 1..\\,,, 1.I""n "",,, tl< ./,r,·".1 j.:f.·111 ~:irh ••nly 
<.-i 
'.1 

~b~"ugh ~h"m,. 	 . 
" 	 AII "vii nllll in;llf~' 1.,,\·., I I)Pc"Vt'd 

Hc,:aulie the \tn. ,if ·LlwA.. ,leOP'" "f"I)', ! undying faith "'·....,-,:,;y·'Ri.le "f;'!;, ;".... 

, . My home ~nd heart Ilre. full with tl.c j"Y 

. . aria &~~ri whieh they 11ft \·.·.~i\'I1I1;t.' .f:,'. ,."\,, ." 
It. 18 throUlh their effortA and 1....11'·1-1'11\'0tt~j , . . 	 . .. j ..... ::0' ." h 12 h d"',. ulet.y,· -, urlll'" t e. l an 

gllolnod great knowledge ftnd.aoqUIn!d1,1 ,.ide· experience; " 
\:,l It II< with the belp of these '~"IU"'l)n 11<'ol.le 

that . I h".1! al"'IIo),1I def"atea:ri1y 

.eaemiea, 
For th,ull '11'1108 loom; '. . 
Tbrough ~hem bllo\'<' I 'IIottaillild glory 

aDd greatneB8; 

'With~lIt tbem and 
", . 'p·port· su i 

Wbat am 11 ' 
There are millions 

OD earth. 

. 'Here is the' cbampiOJl.· of ,the 
oauso of the common people whOle 
humility and' intense cori8cio~aneea 
ot the'vltauty. or t.he common ~1e 
'Waa rema.rkable. No Marxist, haa 

:ever .ung Inch .:eong of the people 
•. aa Guru Gobin4 Singh wroto ISO year. 
;'before Marx: was born ,and.,eQ, ,years ..• '~,.~nd Chandi Charitarl.{i 
.before·t.be world ever{{,beaMof ,:,~6 ..verSes.mention is made 

. ..~.' ~ .:." ~,.•.,~, •. '; 0- 't'.~~t;">C:"" ,,"I,·~ ;."~ ". . 

· 	Rouaseau a.Dd Voltaire. So. strong jth~t'it' .is .ttarisla.tcd ftom 
'WaS bis faith in' what is no";'. known Puran.· It f<lrms part of 

as tiemoorat.ie ideals that even when' Nata.k Granth. 


''':;.~ l:? 

witllout tbeirloYillgacc:eIJ~d.b~r asa dIety. The 
. ;,.Cliandt:uln ,a ,number of 

"'\,.1"' .. _ _-.li .. t.:t· .....~,··~.;···"',;~.',' . '., ' '. . 
·····;!;pirti~tiTa.rly·i')farkande .. 

of creatures like, me 
'. 

.:a,.,"", 

'Bhagwat and PAdma 
aretht'ee v~i:sionB of Chandi, 

, belrid~;"- a8bort .version in' 

·Cha.nt&r~ ,Thes~ versions &ore. 

tiona. fr'Qm three ditrere'nt 

1:~ Firat Chandi 
'nl'8e8,. translated most. 

.. from Padam Puran, 

. wolll1.8 hili army not to a, Ringle 
but to the wholo comtnll 

,"laced hill fldth if! tho 
wiltdonlo.f thef:ummunity and 
"h~'dcvrition of a f~vourite . 

,,> 


T8£CiU.lf!»I'CHARITAHS 


.... 'ChDn:d"',;, "1) r I'S a
I... . . or u ga . 

.' :i' ..:'. "::::~",.... , ,,", . 
centurlcs '. there Wlls It. great.:. 
bet.Ween Durg~. worshippers 
followers ,of' tho Krishna. 
clea.rCrom the lives of 
'and 'J8.id~~, Then there 
,'.. .' Th . A . 
,compr()m~8~.. .' e . ryan 

.l.+ . 

. ",~~'J'I>~ '._. ,) 

, :1..\
J.f" .~ ..... 

3. 'third ,'cf:-lion nl~rg"-di.vari·· 2, At tlst!' end 0(1\11' tll':~" tll:-':'" 
65 \'cf8C:< translated m~jstl)l'Obabl;YCha::1di Charita.rs.iswrittcil 'wLat W': 

frolll p('\'i BbaJP,·at., . . . . .call tlJ~ tllfrl(ii~{lm Ilr .the l'im'era tim t 
". .... '" ~'_"__ ,' .,~~o.n _!i::...'t,~!lli"r.~ by ri:rit.in£:lllf: 

The (,Imndl Chant.a.f8 have become 
· lIIo~e .. pi,pulnr than othcr s~uJI\r, 
· "'<lrks IIY (;uru Gohind Singh heoauRo 
tbey nrc t II08ltortc~i ."ompoaitionll in, 
the DASlII Grnnth ami ate. availa.ble in 
.11 "rief 1',1"ct,inns ir;, ('O'mpletc form. 

'All th~ other sc1cctiolls are .bulky. 
Thrsl' are the only \nitings·av.l.ilable 
in Panjabi nn? the l>anJabi v~~ioniB 

"V'ritten ill :~ \?I'ry pop~lar form of 
p"t'lr~' called t.he lI(ir. 'ii1'theI6!)~ A.H:,S4mt'at,l.i5G, (;uru 

Gohiud. :::iiflJ!h 8.(:tuldJ...· w(,n;h i f'i,i,d 
Then'. n.n~ thre(~ 'grie\"ous mis, D,llrga . with ',-'ela.borate· ceretllOllic.... 


understandings n.boutwhich a grea.t . ask,ing for courage a.ndpowcr t~ light 

d(lA1 .,f fusB has been mAde by those . the COeJl1y• 

..housed every false ~gumenttrying ..". . 

toJlrO~e t.hat.Guru Gobir~d Singh was .' Th~st: tbre~ ,Vie\l'R nhout. Guru 

.~gritaipp~r (If Durga.a.nd ,h~ d~ved "GobindSingb have hi!c"l:r1cflO popular 

Btre~gth f~rfightipgfromhet··,tbat,e~~n those~boknowno~h;ng 
WId not from the 'one unmanif~ted mucbabo~t~GnruGobindSiilgh can,' 
Gndftll is beli~ved by tb~ Sikhs. . talk loudly ,aDd empllatic-ally about 

. 	 '. .' these thing8;' .' ..; 

While the . motive for ~reatingthe.' . . 
aiaundersta.nding is ODe and the &&Die.' I~ There .~ ..,. two distinct.ly 
tile mi'Qnderstandi~ abon' Guru differe~twcxda e~in 'theoriginaJ 
OoblDd Singh's concept.ion ofDurga .Sansk~t, '.~~. from where,the 
.... three: .Chandi Chantarshaveheen t.ran~la.ted. 

. These are, bAQgatdl ,~d B1uuJvaLi. 
I. In one place 'Guru Gobind Throughout' the' Markande Puran, 

Blapwrote. "I bow tof,be b~ua:" . P~am, Puian,Deyi Bhagwat and 
· . .'i6agautl, 80me sa.y.mea.~sClia'nfli ·ViShnuP·,irUi.·theSe iwowords occur 
~urga. So it isimpliedthat·;'G.:ti.~ti' fr~qiJently: and: every.where BhQ.l)w.ii

(Job I S· ' .. ' ..,' '.' . .' \ 
fI\( • IlIgh meditated on Dlirga;./, . means nurga. and ,bltagautl mCl:ill!l 

writing!!:' 	Thi~ imp1i~s tl\l~t tlll~ :::;ikh'i 
Mao\' Id r.·,ik .the ,Chnndi Chari I;;r tIl 
n.tt.lLiil lll;,,'" p",wf:rll.· 

. .' . 	 . . . 
',3. Th'? thirrl . lIiisundcrl" :,din!,! 

is creal.::, f,y .~i!-lt"rtcd hililori.I:".wili.1! 
wercmoHdy'wriu;t;n ill tht: l~:~l: 
ce~tur.r. 'ahout 100 J('nr>l.after 11:.: 

death of'GnruGohilldSil\gh. The~t; 
. hi~t.ori~c; earry ! he invcnt.4~d story thlt t 
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8\~?rd. Nowhcre ill the'l(·' l'urnnR.is'rightooulI flf'irit of God.in 

"'l't.t . are repeatedly used such as'<Chanm, 
,~ ,:, Chandika. Bhanni, Darga. ){ahamai,
" 

Deli. AtDbaka, Jambhha., ltIuudardlLlii. 
~ ; etc, 

Guru Gobind Singh gave . ma~y 
new attributive names to God as 

'. '.; .. [';' the wielder of the sword of dTUmM.·..~ .,' 
and' the aword becama for :him . the . 

tlH: word bhoYIi 1/1/ 1I.~I'd t.o lI\('.I\n. 

l)"lrgn, Evcr,\'\\'h\'I"'~, fhmllO!hllllt tho 
l'\lntllic.liu~rnt.llr,~. ""f1~l'IlIfi 1111111.1111 f·hn 

·;iw,.rd and, 111'\\"""'" ,hII''' it. mOILn 

))'.Irgn, • 

In '-h~wh(\l" 'If Dllf'!llr:rn.rith f,hc' 
WOf",1 bhagrmU OC(:lIrR in :\'(1 lint's in 
thn t(l:l;t wh ii'll' nr.·: 

, . o. • _ _ 
.( I) p',lh"m /,}J,II'l."II' .."'rt' 1-." 9"'U. 114,,,,1:­

lai~ dlal/ae . . 

Rcmf'inbcrin,;: thl! '''IHeme n'c.ul firAt, 

m"dita'te on Guru Nallll\;. 

I.:.!l Ii'll bhl'lg(.lIli dll'!1 i:ih mj'ii!Jq'l',hiri 

DlIrga Clill!!ht h,olrl ~f the. 61iagt'lvli 

(a ....<;>rd) whi"h glimmere.1 like anaabing 

fJame. 
These are:the only t.wo lines in the 

wh"lc' of Dasm Granth in which tb,e 
~ord ·bkagau.li occurs and: by. ~i;" 
stretch ofiho iuillgiDatior(~n iibe" 
interpreted as Durga. . . 

, , .' 

The name of Durga. occuridn tbe . 
Dum Granth over 120 times 'and 
innumerable popular aames f«;lr Durgll. 

ingrnined hill (b,,, moiod f;~i th J 


. ulLinl "~' "i,:tnry of. gOi'lIl. ol',er 

'l'hulI!! nllIlW~ 'U',,: .·.IId/wj (Uho 


hriH tilt' ':\l'uj',1 fill Hill 1)l~IIIII~r). 


(wicldtlf of th~ Il\vonl), Aspiin 

the sword in h'lnd) ILlld 
(wit,h t.he...8worciin hnlid). 
w. r<ill which occur signif:'illg 
~word'9pirit{)r dha"rmq nrc khag' 

. . ' . ' 
8~i~.· M,. in (pii,!; "R~rbl()1I. (n 


'mi11~,IOh 'l~rl'l\.L sUml) ILIIt! hll,' ' 

:! . Thc':..,!,.'t;()nd point. of 


' is about lIo",'~IiI1(,R o~'cllrin~ 
.end of Ohandi Cha.rif.ar gi 
fruit of recitir1'!; the Cha.ndi 
These lines are: . 

. . a 
"~or,' wh~te\'er pur(lOBe a . 

~hi81i~ or Cli'an<!l. it shall 
'~"gr~iig:~;:hirii:"';,.' .. 

. b. ·.second Cha.nd' vtut.n"",r;;,' 

. ··H.~bo mite. Darg..', 

take Wrth ....in... 

AU . 'hese are not the 
Guru qobind Singh. They

. 
c 

~ 

·Risbi Markande I!hO~8 ov~r 108,n.meR to Durga in his Markande Puran but.· . ~ •. 
~I . noL Iimong them. 

;., 

----. 

ff{' :,,1(11 It!~\·Ir.;w 

"l'i ll iO\l'l of th{~ w~ikrfl Qfthc ori;!inal. 

lI'hich !:UI"IJ Gohil.·1 Sinp;h fnithfully 
<"",111.11'11. To di~flodnt,(! hillltlllif alld 

I~' .' . 

hi~ i,I"al from it, (;111"11 (;;,hiud Sin~~h 


,:t,itht.r Ildtll',l Il Ahor.f, int.roduction III' 

nu..-rpilll'!!w til cll(:h' of tht'll(! \'orHilJlIS 

tOt' ella wli. GlII'lI Gc,bill!1 Singh\! 

ul,illions, giving his ownfaiU!\\,crc: 

(.,) r1\ t.hc I·'ir:i I, qh~ndi Charitar 
hI' ~;li,l: 

.p. Ai.,a /,(1', ".nll'- ',It 'I i, $Il',h ,l:lnI1l411 'Ii 
Ita',h U," ttf! ~l1rn. ' . 

.." ,1(1"',''' _t,I ,;a" jiir. I."(}.,, j~ca; 1:", iipni 
.iilt(l'/) . 

tI, .il·" AllIi ii,,", 1ti rna n /:.'" ,,1, llil<1G AIIII 

!"~'IIII"r,;~._ " . 
J"I"U' h nudh ,,,/Iii,, 1,"'IIlai 41 A, '1111 _. lab'

'-'fa " 
JVl l1Iar(J, 

. " 0" 
r,j,'n me t.his power, AI~iGht.y: 

.'",,"' rigbteoull deeds T may never J"('frain, 

.'~r1e" ..ly may I fight nU t.he bat.tles 

:I'.i' 

Thy po\ver. o (;o{l, that LIIf~~' dl:H-' 

t.roy..d· t.he. cl(~nlmlR 1iI(('~iI!1l1 

Nisllfnhh. I>hllllH'1" alld Lfwliilll, ('halld 
011'," :'-111,,;1. f •. 'j'1! I.l., ... ,j·\, '/ " .. ! ..... , •. ;. 

o (: ..11, ,t.\IIL1, 'Hamil. ",·,.:trny(·,j 

,tavaim. It Anil hi: CI)II ('\lI(I,;~, ".i I,'''' .<,j 

8fi}iib 7'i'ie' kahii parl',;h ralli t)/ diu; 

W/f'iro-With. I'lleh n. ~llpn~lt\l' On" 
n~ my Lonl, :\\'11:. t: eare J. 'Th~' ~,er·.. anl. 
for any thin'!! 'or Itll.\·()nl~':·' 

In the n('xl fltn.nza (:Ill"1lji UHn:lH:!l· 

ted' on thf'at,ctl"'rr.~ and ,cndd';."'ll," wLr. 
wer(! instrumental ill killing All dH:~" 

andsll.ill." J\ii11p.kQ kr.rJ:nrf f(lptl~.i i71l:; 
kou l;aut.1l kekt"im. na'lillfli-- ·\rh~.. 
indulge: yein·the Juti\cworiij.ip of 

ft 0 'th .l .'t' Th I' . ' ese ..el les~ elr wors Up 15 not· 
' . •

worth a'. kaurll (on('. twentIeth pf I\. 
" It ." " 


penny). 

(e)· The tllird Panjahi \'er~ion 


of life,ha.sa.long in~roduction, 8. . part' which 
.',,11 ('....nf~dence may I e,~er ~ave forms tho.nationalprayer. In it th'~ 
In uRl'rLmg mv moral "lctorUtB, ; G" . . k d 'th ' 'd hI . , .. _ .'. uru lDVO e· e grace an e~31D (IS".Y tny supreme ambItion and ·Ieammg be . ..•. 0 

T .. ~i"g of Tby glory aDd victor,. of God an4, the nme Gums. 

\\'boll Lbis mortal liCe comes to & cloee'IciA, durgii /lij 14i ",jatIii. ftM ka,cyli. 

Slay I die with the joy and coarage of & lai.tM Ai bGt rlim·la.i lUi.! 6iliii: <lUi"ir ghiiiG. 


. ta.itAo Ai 6al bU." l4i I:.tIiu kui pal'atI'martyr, 
gi.riyi. . 

Cl.) The second Chandi Oharitar· bGiJ,e bGiJ,e muni 4evtt l:ai i"l1 tifti tan 11i.a:. 
II " Jlart.· of the Bacbiter Natak I:il'li uri rit fta. payi. 

Orantll, Tbe Bacbi~r ·Natak haa a It ie Thou. wbo cre&~ Durga and ba.d the 

ooUrdh'e introduction in ~hich. Guru_..~ __.__ .__ .d.~~~s d.ellt.royed~ 
. rUlltind Singh ra ea.tedl· wrote t.hat· 

bto di I t 'b' I' po. Y. •. 
I no. eo leve In the· worship ·of·cod . ',' - ­

" and goddesses... In verses' 92 

and 93 Guruji said, "It is throUgh 


Fl"Om Tbee derived Rama all tbe !trengLb 
to kill t.he ten.beaded Rnv.Rna. . 

... " .,From Tbee derived KnshD& nil hi; st~engtb 
to catch Ka~B by the huir fl.t..f! ':fI.~h 
him t.oi.he' ground. 
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I'" 

'i(:rnnl, n!<.:,'" .. ,,,I 1'l\H':~ ill, nil agoaitrained, , ,over' pn.y homage to Durga. 
h"rrl ~!' ·f'..nn"~'· ."" knnw Thoo. 

,N~II", nOlle hM Ilttnim,d Thy end. 

"{n ~th.!sc ahort . prologues, and 
'epilogue!, 'Guru Gohind Singh made 
his, OWII opinioll A.hout Durga' q~itc 
clear. '. He took thCS{l figllres simply 

I as ,fiistorical \pCI'1:!OIlS of note. anel 
'j 

~othiilg clse, 

3.. The third quc!>tion is, did'Guru 
Gobind Singh actllallywnrship Burga. 
for HLrcngth before tIl(: cre;~tion of '-he' 
Khn.l~a in 169M Thi'! story \\'38 intro­

· '\.' II' .. I', 1'1'duce(I t 0 HOUle pIP' IfI. Y 'unrc Jau 6 
; " '.' 

recordR in order to di!ltort or discredit,. " , 
the gl''';lt creation of the: Khalsa. which ,'.
in itA dramatic way of impllrtingthe ," 
spiritual powers and responsibility, of ' 

, the Q'iru to the people was histOric...l(y· 
. . unique. 

they,' c:vor ,- wor.ship her? 
"ZafnrnamlL. which Wal! written' 

six.' yarlTS latcr,Guru Gobind 

'~allcd: himself an idol breaker. 


In Hi98 a 1\1u",lim reporter. 
Aurangzeb's who witDe"~8cd 

creation of the Khalsa quoted 
" speech of Guru Gobind Singh 

del'pa.teh toAurl1ngze~·as 

"LCL '1i~1 !!!'lb~ace (OflC 

()I!literate tilII difference. of religioa, 

,~h"'four JI~'h!lIcaetell .,bobllVc 
'hiles of guirlance aban,lon them nil. 

, '.;, . .
tho nlill (onn or udoratloll and 
'1'" 'h" ' L" n . d.ro. ere. t'. o· one· eem 
lIuperior to en~tb~~, . !At no olle 

to the 9aageeaod otber 

pilgrimage wbicb are tpokea of 
re'\"~reDce in the SllIldrell or 
Inceraauone : ouch IllS 

.. U.tablUa and. Durga' butI' By this time Guru Gouind ;N~~lI.k.aJld other Guru•• 


" , had fought about eight or nine -- --.C-.' __~ .' 

:;l~¥~t~j(,~::iDd'}'miri';;t" battles. ·ii:·A"i'}j•.~i,~"fll~i'i':<':::;;'·:;~;~li 


'. J ;nariaged ~ fight all the severe battles 

without invoking f!handi so far. wh~re·.; .' In' nOlle of ,~i~ philosophio 

wf!.e the DeceBHity of invoking tbe sit.ioDs did he invoke Durga.
t'; 

at.rengib of Chand! (or one or f.wohe ttlvoke. the goddess when 
,morebalitleef How was it that Guru ,Ius let ten to Aurangzt;o. 

I Har GobJDd fQught aU his batt.1eeit is ..he illvocatJ~n of Gild 
I witnout eveo thinkiog of Chandif . protector of t.he· good1 ' . ,Even the plaoes ~here Gurua~ord of dlaurma. 

1 

Gobind' Singh rested for a while <The Durga worship sLory is 
" beea~e sacred to the Sikhs. al~d .w~rean> ' placeri .. in hilltotj ill 

,. ,Worahlpped by them. How Ih It that 1755' 8o:tnvut,:; .,We lum 

.1' ,0,t~;r'~ f)ikh.,not even stray individu~',s.,p88n.I:~,~p~."tJ!!L~,;G 
,. ,,;),' " 

i 

<'.A 

1t.:\,U;W 

tOlllpi(lLC!li hi!! Itamn.ylin (Likof'Lord 
Raioll \\'hich rorulllr~ purt o(HaclJitAH 
~atak (~rllnth) ill Bo.isILkhJ'7f,fi.: Thu. ' .,' 

lrpiJoglW which he wrotc ' 

RamlLyan in this "cry morith 
btoiil !-Jlcged to have \"()r~iail;ped 
IIUP',L i:-; lI.s·follow,;: .. ''-, 

, ,0, • :'~. )" 

p:'u:.,gtl/.e jab I( ltJ.mr~, lal, Ie h", .A,·,H larc 
. ""hi ii,,~o. .:'. 

'r;'m ,..{,i", 1".,1i,,· k~'(l". 117l1.I.: ·!.:'a),'ai,·, mill 

, :',k nih"iillto, 

.tfU'·:', i;i ,tar l",d lUI},,, lihn! ktli/llii. 

1.11'" ~k n4 ja.uo. 
"i U",Ji'itl 1.-, il,ii lum" kat maiti 

.,.,I,-l"l." I,IIH/ii"cri .... 
~"rtnl dlliir Lau ell'''' I.:n((in}.io IlIl.ij~() 
tI,,;;, . ' . 
I,ii'~h lIah~ H liij /1.~ gnbind ,diW ~U'jar" 

j.;mflince 1 took ...• refuge at Thy' feet. 

OGod: (; . . 
I ,I.IH'!! ',fOught no other, god u!l~er ~he' 

. f . t: 'tb .' , ' 
: II)" 0 my· 81 , . ,} , 

Ram'aud '~ahim u~e nrioua 'd~,itI611 . of 
tbel'uran II.nd Quran,. 

:\ 

41 
'. ;~ 

.0 make 1U6 ',Tt.i .." f<>r .Ila\;;,,!;' onclI 

cllll,!~1 oft'" TifU"II: q A.h. 

I, Goliincl. 11m 1\ hll'lIhlt~ ~I~!. nut' 

or Thi",', 

These vcrSCM cxprc.ris the thoughtM 
Hnd the moods, .the' faith, tile philo. 

'l;ophy and the spiritual id'"al to which' 
be was inwa'rdl\, a.ttachcd in the \'t~ry". ,.. .' ' 

lI10nth in whkh h{~ is, alli::,ed to have . ." ." 
worlihil'ped lJurgll. '. By eOlllparillg 

r,l!r1I Gobind ~in;:!,';:; :r,I:1: ::,jion with 

tht· original if: rit 
\'" '1,,,1 j(:(,t1Hi!lhi ~f~rkfiT'){J" tl.llt 

(:urll Gohind tr'J.v" 
cxdudf'l)' thOBI! '('].apt.N;; wJJIr.'h :'j!i"\'.;~ 
'tile !ist rif siddl,18"!,s\',,hir: I'1;\\'CI'!i, tba.,t 
eall be att.8.iriCdby ;'I~citiJlg it; The;' 
siddhis rangefr~m the cure On('prosy~ 
8mallpox anti81]ake bite to the power 

f'd I' ti"':th' . . 
0 e,ea ng e eneUly· 

He translated the~e Ih~es' of Durga 
• ' ". ,.:.,." ,.' ". " " 

ini,!' the Oatl 80 difl'ere~tiy';.·I;" .J0~:(}g:i}.~,~ J~~t.~:~.,!~~~u~~,e ,Qf tl~~~e.t.~,~ 
ut i I.t-lie~;e.in none, I hll.'\"e faiib in' no'n~to :reveal:Durga, In the true hght. He 

1.utTht-e o God. ." was pained,.to. see .that, millions of 

Th.. Vedae, :Sh~trae Rnd Si;ri"tll.give Bengalis J and Biharisworshipped 
. minUs forme 0(" ,rllbipi" .. Durgaalld yet they , were tunid and 
I a.eli~\'" in none load 1 bave faitb in DOIl< weak. Tbe ideaQf. fighting dMram­

or tbem. ' .....n. th" b I' f' h' h d , :t~.. e att. e8 0 rl teoUSJlcss. a 
o (U..,....... Weiider of the .word of dAarma, • ' ~ . • . 
J,'.'- ,'.llly"h' h TI I h L..... dIsappeared from then consCiousness . .. ," • '('''1: ly. grace ave ......o· .'.'.., 

able to write all this. The worship of Burga baddegene. 
.-a: . Aller lea'viug ull other doonl, 0 Goa, rated into a' worship of a low type of 
, I blt,v" eome t•. Thy door. " psychic POW~r8, 

~.' "'" 

~ ............. 

. " 

",' 
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