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IART llmPHiLOSOPHlO WORKS

Gl U Gobm(‘ "nghs approach’
to Sikhism. has ‘a marked origi-

‘ nnlm !

Cand synthetic’ in composxtnon, some-
_times so complex’ . that -one

oatzed: nround the theme of fam.

one ndea aud one theme in one verse.
the Guru consctousness of Nanak

humnlzty, just a.ddressed himself as
- poot.

The sole road to God, sa.xd Gnru
~ Gobind Singh, was through the power
- aad sincerity of love and’ worshtp and

- by the subordmatmn uf nature to
"vdtvme grace. '

Ho preached vehemanﬂy aga.mst

uniqueness . in. e\pnqsnon.;: .
_while the works of the other. Gurus
. are extremely:- aubjcctwc in nature’

vcrsc(‘:
contains mnumorable ideas synt.he-_

Guru Gobind Singh's - works ara“
»ﬁob)ectlve and analytical with' only“

Whﬂc ‘the - other Guma wroee wnth'

* Guru Gobind. Smgh out of utter .

hypocrxs;,, xdolatry and the wqgshxp~

The Hlstory and Comp_l_l_'c_ltxon
of the Dasm Granth o

TrinoaciaN SunGi

[N
of personal cods.  He believed in the
p ulosoph) of _the dight and the

m!;gxon uf fove. " '

5: yzlr tatr. disG s hm ;;I;ml “ anm.g o
To thq eagt amd west; wberi Umu geeut, -
Mo, pcri’a.dca eih aup'rb:iw hm,

:“~

o Guru Gobmd Sn'gh udnntbed that ‘

l.he source whence all truth procccds ‘
was the incarnate word of- the duvme :
But. his' emphams was on’ pure,:
'rtuous and dtscxplmed lmng

3 Wxthout punty and sincerity of mind .
no’ relxgzous life was possxble

At all txmee Guru Gcbmd Smgh
was mystwal eloquent and sublime,
evolvmg in his \phxlosophw worka a
gumat-admu-mm which so differs
~ from the abstract, metaphysicsl and
‘dry advait-ism of Shankracharya.

JAP SAHIB tumirmon‘ou cop)

Thls is the- s:mplcst of all Guru
" Gobind. Smgh’s compositions. The
Sikhs sing it every. morning and it is
also usod m the preparat:oa of amrit
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AR o . / o . ﬂ"”"'
The theme is Airat gropes for the rccnvorj‘z‘
' g “‘V,\:«fmgmonl of Tis visicn ang
' ﬁ-ols, in t.he th.ha of an. anp
,thc assuranco that it is touch
whole ‘esselce of ,the  univers

it is one mth truth and God.

' .lwctm‘ of imptis'm);
et inthy first verse:
». cak¢ cchan ar brrn jat ar pat nulu-m 5,
riip rang ar rekk bhekh kot im na aulnl
- kath, : ;
" aral miirat rmhhm; ‘parkad mm!m:) laht}m«
7Y indr indran 4GA §GhEn yanijai -
tribhronn - x’np aur mgr qsur nm ncu lxm
trin lm‘u’x! oo )
taw Ay ah nim kathas lfanm lcmzm aam
barnat sumat. : :

» }uch is mcomplctc and o
R

cvion of it in unfortunatclv loat.

”

uege ‘and style as. Akal Ustat. _Out.

?HB M(M- OBTAT lu!

T

 tion.
<,.,ru14 gave. Lho plan of the book

* Contonir and oountcm.nco muo clnm or ‘
lineage, Ho bsu none..
‘Noheean dascnbo Bis form, figure, aha;.g R
and sernblance whatever; : ‘_
- .{mmovable and oelf-poum i. ia His. bemg. o God
© Without feat, a luminous Tight sublime,
. The supreme Indm of Indrasand King of
A klngs consxder Him to'be; -
. Heis the covorengn of the thrée. ‘worlds.
- The detaons, the mortals and the mgehﬂ. ,&'
© -beings, ‘
. Nay, oven the grase bhdes in th ‘

cwlutwu of - :cllglon in - India
[aur 8(&“"3.
the four noble ways “of life: 1. raj
dlmnuu (lclwmn ~throngh - 3mlxtxcal
wrvice); . 2. dan dharina (u,h"mn of
" charity Y 3, bl:og diaarma (rchgxon
through the piouslife ofa houscholder),

4. moksa dharma (rehgxou of salvation).."

L “l‘ha Auba of Arabna,
T ~'I‘ho Fronch ol‘ Ftanm

of ancient ‘India. the- practice -of the

:this’ great work was: to show ‘that
the, h:ghest rehglon of man waa_m"‘

‘,’

wurd mcarnate)

‘ mwarv.-mnzz awar'ms f’ ST

tﬁibntxve nmes. ot a3 8’ dty{
‘ﬂqponpt{onor ooantmgof naries but.“
88 .we read: “Sduhﬁon ‘to.".the’
Immortal One, Salutntaon fa thoA
. ;Mercxfnl......'..." the whole " of “cur
_inner being begins to glow with the
‘.ifra.dmncu and vision of His presence:

These were composed :mmedmtely
after the organization of the Khalsa
Aud can - be said to be the firat
1 - taihit.nama’ or the' code of ethics of

the !\halsa.
mto the nnchangmg g\ory

‘ - J8gat jot Japm nid bamr, ek Ling man :
_”The aonl is ethenalxzed xnto -the uncondmaned " naik na mangi ,
: -perfume of devotton. The- soul at {God. - v fospsmd vm.h thc fire or m‘a.c .

ligion of chanty “The purpose- of;

. This ' is snother ambmous work,;
ma;or‘" w

| prom & literary pomt of ‘view it has'
ithe $3MC perfcctton n.nd grardeurof

“of 336 ver=es, 125 form the, mt.roduc-,
At tie end of the introdaction -

x!nch was to- gwe’the prog,tcsswc
-
But- ftr:sb he dxscuaaed‘

"wake wui\ “ehie® p( rpctual
" panic day snd nights " . .
Bol;ev1ng no mhcr lmt t.lxc om' and onh o
L Gml o a
llavam lm fuu.h in the. uoru!np of tum!m

| ndu K mtl tt‘mp!c images, . ,
Compku h lcmt in His bemxt\ atu! :nflm'wv
L ]ﬂu U L
Mmuluh l\ dm‘nrdmg tho lifvless Lielie fs ’
FERE TS huh biths, nlmm;_wmg, pc-nmwcg .
A’ amd .m-u rmw
Such " child of- lsght full\ enhghtened nn
n pvrfcct f:;_ure of lm.e isithe Khalsa.

PN

THB LYRICS

'lhuu. are «.hurt popu!ar poun-
whlch t;hmw ;:,rm.t, h;,ht on . Gure
Gobmd .‘mwha optmons on yoga.

- sany@sa- and . the' relwma of love.

'(:urun first gave from the’ hxatory '

a’Imrma (enhghbenmmt through 't ef,‘

The; most. notable songs are. t\vo and
both of thcm hav hwtor:cal S
Aignificance. * After thez battle of
Chamkaur“ hcu hel §t all, four of his’ =~
and hc was mthout any companv,
succour, this opt.umst sang:

F.r far mm are m love.w. straw bedn "
" of the Baioved ERR
“Than the hfe of the pahcu.
" Whioh, "without Thee, 0. Beloved, ere
V lwﬂy lmrnmg fnmn! pyres. .

A The othor song was sung when
Pundxt Kesho Datt, a great scholar,
-asked Guru-Gobind. Smgh why he was
‘almost dehberately giving all charity, -
glfu wealth, honour and power to his
Sikhs who were - mostly \ow-.caste
“peoplo whllg he ‘was -ignoring the

N
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purer and higher castes. '] he Guru
in‘his nanal presionate fervour: rcphvd B
judh jite in AL k3 kripa or :

© Al Lnttles against tyranny lmw I fﬂu;,\at
with the loving grace of thene peaple,
1 have bovn ablo Lu aprend gee - ; riftn nn!y

t.itmugh thum. .
- Alt evil and injury have I oscngwd_
uf thiﬂiu people ofs

Reo duse the lm~
oI, .
My home end hear? ure full with the joy
‘ und glory whlch they have i."\ e £
gained. gfeat knowlcdgc nnA ouqmrﬂl'
wide exparience; \
At is with the help of these common poo;vle
- that 1 buve always defeated ‘my
enemies, '
For them was 1 born;
Through them have I auamed glory
and greatness; '

'W;thout them nnd without then' loving

: S“PP""‘ HREC A
. What am 1t . : .

There are mxlhons of creatures hke me

on earth, . :
, v

"Here is the champion of the
cause of the common people whose
bumility and’ intense consciousness
of the vitality of the common people
was remarkable. No Marxist has

-ever sung such s-song of the §é0ple E

_-a8 Gura Gobind Singh wrote 150 years

“befomuarx was born .and. 60. years

".before. -the world - ever::heard - o
" Rousseau and Voltaire. So at.x:(mgi
‘wad his faith in what is now known
‘ag democmhc :deals that even when

!‘,(‘

i li;&;y _dictatorshijy was’ exp

~well as hii army not to & am;,le

- clear from the lives of Changy
-Timd 'J&idev.

"'b_esxdeg 8 short versxon in the
- Charitar.

' .‘"” PRI
4. Third version Dm,-ga dn -var;
verses translated most ‘probably .

and even necessary b left, toif
rom Devi iilmg“at

Dr. Smlm tho.care of the

The Chandi Char:uu-s have become

but to the whole comm“!““’f than other secula
er secular.

placed hin fuith in the colleg
w:«dom ‘of the mmmumt) and :

'moﬂ! _popular

they. are the-sliortes! ~ompositions in
the Dasm Granth and are available in
all prief scloctions in. complete form,
All the other selections are “bulky.
These are the only writings- av.ulable
h Pnnjab: and thc Panjabi version is.’
written in . very pupular form of
poetry ca.llui the vir.

follOng Jof ,the Krishna ¢
T here are three -grievous mis.
snderstandings about which o great
deal of fuss has been made by those
§ who used cvery false argument trying
to: pmve that (uru Gobmd Singh was
: rshipper of Dnrga and he denved
8 all ‘his strength for ﬁght.mg from her
‘and not from the -one unms,mfeated
God-as is believed by the Sukhs ‘

Then themf ;

-are three versxons of Chandx

tions from three dszeaent Pu : :
: uuuadersta.nding is oné and the same,

the misunderstandings about Guru
Gobind Singh's coneopuon of Durga
g are thl-ee-
1
Bingh
i *d bhagauti, some say, means Chandi -
o Durga. So it is xmphed that Gura
§ Uoliing Singh meditated on Durga.: L

f;.'f First Chandi Charit

In one placo Guru Gobma

Pﬁran. 4It forms part of tho«;‘
Na.tqk Granth. g

v
“

L. epn

warks by Guru Gobind Singh becauao :

W]ule the motive for cz«eatmg the o

dxﬁ'erent ‘words ¢!

wrote, *I bow to the bhagauu "

. means Durga and bhagauu

- 2 \L thc «,nd ui all ﬂnsc thr u'
Cha di Ux.mmm is written what we
‘call thia’ nuu'mmm ar the powers thut
B nt'mnmi Iny r«*mim;’ the
Wru.mgm This it implics that the Kikhs
shiovld recite the C wandi {lmnhu 1)
attain le R ;mm ra.

bie

'3 Thf* ‘third niisunders ading
s crca,iu Ly dwturtcd histories whiclr
were mosily Cwritten in the 1sih
century; ‘about. 100 yeara after the
~ death of - Guru Gnlund Bingh.
hlstorncs mrr\' the invented story that
in‘the lb‘)S A. D, Samvat 1755, Guru
Gobind. Singh  actaally
Dnrga. with elaborate
‘asking for courage a.nd power to hght '
-the ememy. ~ -

These. )

worehipiped

TheSL three vxcws nbout. Guru
Gobmd Smgh have bicomé so popu!ar :
-that .even those: who know: ‘nothing
miach about’ Guru ‘Gobind Siagh can =
talk loudly and emphatxcally about. :
t,hese thmgs -

I Thete a‘.re two dxstmctly
in ‘the original
Sanskrit, Puranas irom where the
_Chandi Charitars have been translated.
These are, Magaua and Bhagvati,
Throughout the Markande Puran,
Padam . Puran, Devi Bhagwat and
szhnu Pura.n, these two . words occur
frequently and: everywhere Bhagvut;
means

.

ccremuxm- .
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sword. Nowherc in these
the word bhageut,
CPrga.

Yuranie Hteraturs, hhanauti means the

used  t

and ,tln\\"n-n“ 'lm‘a “.

Durga.*

In the whale of Dasm Ciranth the
word Bhagault occurd in wva li_m‘g in
the text whie Hoare: '

(1) pritham f,hagmm aimar lm quri mumk
(am dhyde - N ) o
Renmmbmmg the supreme awored flrat

 meditate on Guru \amxk :

“) 1at bhrzgnuh durg ik w)]rm;mn bkan

" Durgs “enught hold of the bhagaufi

(sWord) which ghmmered like a . ﬂnabmg
flame,

These are the only two. li;'és'in"tvh’e o
whole” of Dasm Granth in whxch the k

word - bhagauh accurs and by

stretch of ‘the :magmatlon can 3t be

mterpreted a8 Durga
‘The name of Durga occurs: m tbe

Dasm Granth over 120 times “and :
innumerable popular vames for Durgs .

are repeatedly used such ‘as. Chandi,
Cha.ndlka, Bhavani, Durga, Maha.mm,
Devi , Ambaka, Jambhha, Mundardam,

Gurn Gobind Singh gévb mstny
new attributive names to God as

the wielder of the sword of dharma
‘and’ the sword became for.,-}{tm.the

Purans ig " righteous spirit of God in W }nch
mean .
Everywhere, thrqngglu;;m the -ultin te victary of pgood over-

mean hun the -

- we rda which oceur signif- mg
' sword- spmt of dharma are Afcag,
. 8ri l‘upan
: ma?m lok fpreat etc(*() wid bhagau 'c‘

“is " about some:lines: occuring &
end of Chandi Charitar giving

"These lines are:

ingrained his decp rooted faith
Those names nre: Asdhuj (u!m'
sword on His banner),
(wiclder of the aword), -1span(
the sword in hand) and Khara
(\nth the. sword in hmxd) (

sarbloh.

2 'le second  point of. mnf_

fruit of recmng the Chandi.

“a Fnret Chandn Char:tar-

- “For whnw\er purpose a pe 80%

" “Even if a foolish person
life of Chand: immensa wealth
bestowsd’ on bim. "If a coward’
he will be ablo to fight most bravels
"90g% reads it be will attain .siddhs o¥
utudeut tesda it he mll attain kn j

ki v's.r-
- “He who mim Durgua hfo
take birth again.”

*Rishi Markande pives over 108 names to Durga in his Markande Puran but

not among them.

Cgrans la

(ail-s

Review
T ug SIKH

.mmm of the writers of- the ¢ orizinal

! Singh faithfully

Shich Guru ‘Gobil

his jdeal from i, Gurn Gobind Singh -

".» ther added 0 short introduetion or

anl- fp;lnum to each of these versions
of Chandi.. Gurn (aobmd Singh's
opinions, giving hiis own faith "wcrc:)"
(1) [n the First Chandi Charitar
he said: : S '
Joh o aivi l;ar» mohe ohni, Subh barman te
Fahhith na tara, : a . .
wa dara ur 20 jab Jie lara, ‘niscar kar Bpni
,  jitkare, '
ar sikh han dpne b man baw ek lilac bau
gun tay wera, .
yeb e ki audh nidin lmnm ot bi ran mai lob -
Jajh maro. ;

fiive me this power, O Alm:ghzyf
¥enn righteous deeds T may never refrain,

" Fearlemaly may I fight all the battles -

~ of life,
Full eonfidence may I ever have )

" In asserting my moral victories, !
May my supreme ambition and leammg be
To 'xing of Thy glory and victory.

Whon this mortal life comes to a close
lhy I die with the joy md coursge of a
mnrtyr.

(b) The second Chandi Charitar -
i‘ & part. of the Bachiter Natak
Granth. The Bachiter ‘Natak has a
oalicctive introduction in which:- Guru--

-Gobind Singh mpeatedly wrote that

be did nnt, beheve in the worship of
Bodn and - goddcsses‘ In verses 92
wd 83 Guruji said, “It is through

jated.  To dissociate himaelf and .

K

that Turen des.
like Nambh,

Thy power, O .God,
troyed " the .
Nisuinbh, Dhumer and Lochan, Chaned

T thooaph TThe e,
sthat, -

And he coneludes, a0

deniona

and Munil,
O - Gead,
Yavana.”

Ramm | destroved ;
sithib pie kaha parvah raki i das
tiharo —With supremne  On-
as my Lord, \&h teare I Thy servant,
for any Lhm" of anyone'

sueh o

In the next stanza Clurnji commen-

“ted on tho avarur« and (_m% Jesge- whn

were lmtrumontal in killing all these
and-said, “]\ ahe ko ke kare !fzpnm inki
kouw koudi ke kam na
indulge: ye -in- the futile worship of

these deities" Their worship is net -

u:hll!—« Whyw

- worth a - kaudi (onc twenticth of n

penny).”
(c): The thlrd Panjabi

version

‘has a 1ong 1nt.rodu¢tnon, a part ‘which

forms the national prayer. In it the
Guru invoked the grace and blessings
of God and the nine Gurus.
taiki durga 4aj kai daifG da nds karéya,
taitho ki bal rim lai ndl b3nG dehsir ghBig,
taitho ki bal fnlqu {as kons kesi palad
giraya,
bad-e bade muni devte kaj 5 jug tini fan (GG,
. kini ler3 af! na p3ys.
It is Thou who created Durga and bad the
demons deatroyed,
"~ From Thee derived Rama all the strength
to kill the ten.-headed Ravana.
" From Thco’de:ji;ved Krishoa all his strength
to catch Kans by the hair sud lash
. him to the ground,
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w(rnat aegw wnd eager in ol agoa;utrbinula

Imrd m pannnm- to know Thee, . ..
!\Um none has M.tunmd Th) end.

i
..

- Th ~‘thase short. prologues. and .
,epﬂngneg ‘Guru Gobind Singh made

. his, own opinion ahout Durga’ quite
" ¢lear. - He took thesu figures simply -
“as historical \persons . of note _and

nothmg clsc

'The third quc‘:tnon ls,dnd Guru
‘ (‘,r)bmd Singh aot,uallv worship: l)urga
for strength: before t

" duced to some partially

_ the great création of the Khalsa which R
in its dramatic way ofimpnrting'thc‘,u ,

apmt.ual powers and responsibility, of

unigue.

i,had fought a_bout exbht or nine
Inajor aad’ minor battles. If he

strengih of Chandi for one or two -
more battles? How was it that Guru
. Har Gobind fought all his battles -
- without even thinking of Chandit

. Even the places

Gobind  Singh rested for a while

became eacred to the Sikhs and were
: . warshipped by them. How is it that
..Jo Sikh, not even stray individuals,

he ereation of the” -
Khalza in 1698? This story was i'n"t,ro. S
unreliable” -
. records in order to distort or discredit -

R the Guru to the people waa h:smrwally"

By this time Guru Gobind Smghv "'

managed to fight all the sovere battlés - "
without invoking Chandi so far, wh~ere" '.
was the necessity of invoking the .

where Guru -

Dagm'Granth that Guru, Gobind]

ally

; Tﬂt bmu I“ vIEw
.over pay homage to
~they -evor ~worship her?  In
Zafnmamn, which wus written

‘six_years later, Guru Gobind 8§
cailcd himself an ido! breaker. i

complm,vd his Ramayan (L:fp nf Lmd
Raina which furms.a purt of Bachiter
Natak (iranth) in Baisakh- 70., The
g epilogue which he wrote
Remayan in this very
E he is allq,ed to have w Ol'slup o
' I?ur".t is as Tollows: .

‘m

In 1698 a Muslim reporter’
Aurangzeb’s who  witnessed
“creation of the Khalsa quoted '
v.speech of Guru Gobind Singh in-
deepawh to Aumngzeb as fo!!owa.

. “Let all embrace one rreed
c;bhtcmbe the differences .of religion,
’thc. four }lme.u -castes who bave diffe
‘tules of gm-!ancc a!mmlon them all, 6
- the npe form “of adoration and
‘Let no--

. p,u.u
" nahi @neo,

'v;un rahim
.-A nf maneo,
nmul uslar Led fﬂf;lh Iu:hu },h”{ l(,)””,

ham ek cw}anto

by toke hakhdnes

| Rt mqnl duiir kaw ehid Lm gahm tuham
L brothcrs - one. deem 1 .

. auperior to another. Let no one pay’
to “the Ganges and other pla
- pilgrimage  which are spoken of y
reversnce in the Shastras or
* incernatigns “such. a5 Rama, ;
.,'Bta.hmu and. Durga but. believe in

' ”Nauak aud nther Gurus, ~ Let men

t/um'

e bu ke gahe & laJ ae gobmd dna !uhav

l'.rcr -wince 1 took™ refugc at Thv feet
OGOd. F '. o

- eveof my faith,
' Ra and Rehim are ranous de:tiec of
‘' the Puran and Qurin, e
i )ﬁ'deacr o the'One so dxﬁ'srently,
Hat Iulmvo in none, I have faxth in xxono
. but Thee, 0 God. AR
© The Vadas Shutrns and Slmﬂtm glve
17 various forme of w rabip;
" Lbeliess in none and I have fsith in non«
. of tham..
. O Gorious Weilder of the sword of dharma,
ll is only’ thr(m;_,h Thy. grace I have been
sble to write all this.

' ‘nlra -Mter Jeaving all other doors, O G(xl

- 1 bﬂvn come t.. Thy door.

‘he m_vcke’ the goddees when
+his letters to Aurangzeb. Every
n is the mvoestion of God

sword of dharma.

“'The Durga worship story is
ally - placed in history in B
1765 Samuval.. :We learn.. froft

this
month in whidy

gahe jab te turire, lab te lnu nut h lare ‘

putiin Kumn anck laham il

o apin kripd twmei kae maid :m inhm :

- excluded those
Cthe list of siddhis,, psvehic powers, that

b hnve brought no ather . god under tlu-'

: A.to reveal ;i)ﬁrga«m' the true hght

0 mn.lm me Thine for hnmg once

(.h”ul Im Ilnh' A,
1 Gol;md am jusl a I\umhlc st .npt

of Thm»

These verses c_\prms the thoughts
and the moodq the faith, the philo.

‘sophy and the fapxrztuui ideal to which

he was inwardly attached in the very
month in whith hv s alle fu;d to have
worshipped l)ur;‘u - l,\ comparing
Guru Gobind Siny! wnstiti
the onguml in

Yishi \T'srk:mf ] }nw pticed that
Guru Gobind Singh has deliberately

tion with

-S.uml» rit written by

“claapters which ™ give.

can be a‘tt;a"in'éd‘ by reciting it: The - b
‘siddhis range from the cure of le prosy,
smallpox and ‘enake bite to ‘the power
of defeatmg the enemy.

‘He translat.ed these hves of Durga

the language of tlnose umes
‘He
was pamed to see that. millions of
Bengahs and - Blhana worah:pped
Durga snd yet they were timid and
weak, The idea of fighting dharam-
yudh, the battles of righteousness, had
disappeared from their consciousness.
The worship of Durga bad degene-

rated into a worship of a low type of

psycluc powers.

"b'“‘q]‘ o
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